
January 11, 1957 

Professor Sir MaeFarlane Burnst 
Royal. IWbourne Hospital 
Melbourne, Vie., &tralia 

Dear Dr. Burnet: 

Zathsr and I very much appreciate your cordial notes of 
September 23 and the IQW Year. 

One of my principal specific interest9 in vlsitng Nstralia 
next 8u.mmer will be the opportunity to get a more detailed indoc- 
trination in your work &n the genetics of the influenza virus. 
I very much enjoyed (and profit& from) reading your Frinciplea 
of Animal Virolog last znmmr. One issue I ,3~ticulaUy want 
to be able tonI diaouas in detail is whether the inheritance of 
virulence, i11 oontraet to other markera, cannot still be conceived 
in m&n mndelim terma, as an alternative to the prdposal for 
;fl autonomus set of 'mirulence genes. RAygene theories are 
extremely flexible (so much atom ao that one thinks tiy can be 
accomodated to elmst any set of data). My objeo tion to the 
flosting genes is not one of principle, since one ought to be 
cn tha lookout for unsuspcted new mechanisms. However, I don't 
see why ‘Virulence’ should be aonaidered 3 unique charaoter: Xx 

avirulent mutants are simply those in which one step of the complete 
infectious proaesa has been interrupted- an idea very much a corollary 
of the 'somatic* and 'reproductive' defecti mEntioned in your letter 
of sept&‘ber 23. However, I hope Y.B shall have occasion to discuss 
these x~tters at plo.me leisure. 

From that etaridpoint, I was somewhat alarmed to receive an invi- 
tation to attend the Inter:af;lonal Polio Congress at Qeneva in July. 
I wat( by,ho means sorry tc be committed to Melbourne instead, but 
3 foresee t&A will interrupt our already brief contact next summer. 
I hope this will not be vitiated altogether. *T-T ,) I 

For the too brief timr we will be in Edelbo&ne 
--,.> 

(you 6an check with 
Rubbo on this; C. June U-August 9, $&en some weeks elsewhere in 
Australia) I have no pretensions about the amount of lab-work that 
will be possible. HOPeever, I hope AG PRr ns possible to take advan- 
tage of your offer of a place at your fnstituta, and ssmeone to work 
with, for Just what you wrote, to get something of the 'feel' of that 
kimI of work. But most of all, I want to get closer access to the 
rau data, to be able to make a more critiual comparative judgrasnt 
Of VZidOUS 3JBtblll8 Of X’6COZtbb3tiOA. 

Syd will have our aore detailed plane, in re arrival, and teaching 
activities. 

With beat uiahes, and eager anticipations, 

.Youm sirykrely, i i i- 
: i 

.' 
_' 

Joshua Lederberg : ..+ 


